






116 The Free-Ho per. 


fh oh ob dh oh oh oh Sh db dh dh Bh ah dh HY HH 


CHEILIEICULIOHEICHILICHEI CI EIODIEDCHED CUEICHEICHEIOH EIS. CDE EDEH eS eegea EY 


N°.21. Friday, March 2. 1716. 








Qualis in Eurote ripis, aut per juga Cyntli, 
Exercet Diana choros 3 guam muile fecute 
Hinc atque hinc glomerantur Oreades : illa phares 

tram 
Fert humero, gradien{q, Deas fupereminet — 
irg. 


Ti is not eafy for any one, who faw the Mag- 
nificence of Yefterday in the Court of Great 
Britain, to turn his Thoughts for fome time 
after on any other Subje&t. It was a Solcmni- 
ty every way fuited to the Birth-Day of a rrn- 
cefs, who is the Delight of our Nation, and 
the Glory of her Sex. Homer tells us, that when 
the Daughter of Jupiter prefented herfelf among 
a Crowd of Goddeffes, fhe was diftinguithed 
from the reft by her graceful Stature, and known 
by her fuperiour Beauty, notwithftanding they 
were all beautiful. Such -was the Appearance ot 
the Princefs of Wales among our Briti/h Ladies; 
or (to ufea more folemn Phrafe) of the King’s 
Daughter among her honourable Women. Het 
Royal Highnefs in the midft of fuch a Circle 

railes in the Beholder the Idea of a fine Picture, 

where (notwithftanding the Diverfity of plea- 

fing Objeéts that fill up the Canvas) the prin- 

cipal Figure immediately takes the Eye, aud 

fixes the Attention. 

When this excellent Princefs was yet in her 
Father’s Court, fhe was fo celebrated for the 








Beauty of her Perfon, and the Accomplifhments: 
ot 
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of her Mind, that there was no Prince in the 
Empire, who had room for fuch an Alliance, 
that was not ambitious of gaining her into his 
Family, either as a Daughter, or as a Confort. 
He, who is now the Chief of the Crowned 
Heads in Exrope, and was then King of Spaz, 
and Heir to all the Dominions of the Houfe 
of Auftria, fought her in Marriage. Could her 
Mind have been captivated with the Glories of 
this World, fhe had them all laid before her ; 
but fhe generoufly declined them, becaufe fhe 
faw the Acceptance of them was inconfiftent 
with what fhe efteems more than all the Glo- 
ties of this World, the Enjoyment of her Reli- 
gion. Providence however kept in Store a Re- 
ward for fuch an exalted Vertue ; and, by the 
fecret Methods of its Wifdom, opened a Way 
for her to become the Greateft of her Sex, a- 
mong thofe, who profefs that Faith to which 
fhe adhered with fo much Chriftian Magnani- 
mity. 

This her illuftrious Condu@& might, in the 
Eye of the World, have loft its Merit, had fo 
accomplifhed a Prince as his Royal Highnefs 
declared his Paffion for the fame Alliance at 
that time : It would then have been no Wonder 
that all other Propofals had been rejeéted. But 
it was the Fame of this heroick Conftancy that 
determined his Royal Highnefs to defire in 

arriage a Princefs whole perfonal Charms, 
which had before been fo univerfally admired, 
were now become the leaft Part of her Chara- 
Cer. We of the Britifo Nation have reafon to 
rejoice, that fuch a Propofal was made and ac- 
cepted ; and that her Royal Highnefs, with re- 
gard to thefe two fucceflive Treaties of Mar- 
tiage, fhewed as much Prudence in her Com- 

pliance 
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pliance with the one, as Piety in her Refufal of 
the other. 

The Princefs was no fooner arrived at Han. 
ver, than fhe improved the Luttre of that Court, 
which was before reckoned among the Politet 
in Lwrope ; and increafed the Satistaction of 
that People, who were before looked upon as 
the Happieft in the Empire. She immediately 
became the Darling of the Princefs Sophia, who 
was acknowledged in all the Courts of Lvrope 
the moft accomplifhed Woman of the Age in 
which fhe lived, and who was not a little plea- 
fed with the Converfation of one in whom fie 
faw fo lively an Image of her own Youth. 

But 1 fhall infift no longer on that Reputa- 
tion which Her Royal Highnefs has acquired 
in other Countries. We daily difcover thole 
admirable Qualities for which the is fo jultly 
famed, and rejoyce to fee them exerted in our 
own Couutrey, where we our {elves are made 
happy by their Influence. We are the more 
pleafed to behold the Throne of thefe hing- 
doms furrounded by a numerous and beautitul 
Progeny, when we confider the Virtues of thole 
from whom they defcend. Not only the fea 
tures, but the Mind of the Parent is often cop 
ed out in the Offspring. But the Princefs we 
are {peaking of, takes the furctt Mcthod oi 
making her Royal Iffue like herfelf, by inttilling 
early into their Minds all the Principles of Re- 
ligion, ‘Virtue and Honour, and feaioning thet 
tender Years ;with all that Knowledge which 
they are capable of receiving. What may we 
not hope trom fuch an uncommon Care iu the 
Education of the Children of Great Britaii, wh0 
are directed by {uch Precepts, and will be 1orm- 
ed by fuch an Example! 
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The Conjugal Virtues are fo remarkable in 
her Royal Highneis, as to deferve thofe jut 
and generous Returns of Love and Tendernels, 
for which the Prince her Husband is fo univer- 
fally celebrated. 

But there is no Part of her Royal Highncfs’s 
Charaéter which we obferve with greater Plea- 
fure, than that Behaviour by which fhe has fo 
synuch endear’d herfelf to His Majefty ; tho’ in- 
deed we have no Reafon to be furpzized at this 
mutual Intercourfe of Duty and Affection, whea 
wecontider fo wife and virtuous a Princefs pof- 
feffing, in the fame facred Perfon, the kindeft 
of Fathers, and the beft of Kings. And here it 
is natural for us to congratulate our own good 
Fortune, who fee our Soveraign bleit with a 
numerous [ffue, among whom are Heirs Male 
in two direét Defcents, which has not happen- 
ed in the Reign of any Ezgl:/b King fince the 
Time of His Majefty’s Great Anceftor Ed- 
ward III. and is a Felicity not enjoyed by the 
Subdjeéts of any other of the Kings of Ezrope 
who are his Contemporarics. We are like Men 
entertained with the View of a fpacious Land- 
skip, where the Eye pafles over one pleafing 
Profpe& into another, till the Sight is loft by 
degrees in a Succeffion of delightful Objects, 
and leaves us in the Perfuation that there remain 
till more behind. 

But if we regard Ker Royal Highnefs in that 
Light which diffufes the greateft Glory round 
a Humane Charaéter, we fhall find the Chritti- 
an no lefs confpicuous than the Princefs. She 
iS As eminent for a fincere Piety in the Practice 
of Religion, as for an inviolable Adherence to 
its Principles. She is conftant in her Attendance 
On the daily Offices of our Church, and by her 
{erious 
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ferious and devout Comportment on thefe fo. 
lemn Occafions, gives an Example that is very 
often too much wanted in Courts. 

Her Religion is equally free from the Weak- 
nefs of Superftition, and the Sournefs of Fn- 
thufiafm. It is not of that uncomfortable me- 
lancholy Nature which difappoints its own End, 
by appearing unamiable to thofe whom it would 
gain to its Interefts. It difcovers itfelf in the 
genuine Effeéts of Chriftianity, in Affability, 
Compaffion, Benevolence, Evennefs of Mind, 
and all the Offices of an active and univerfa! 
Charity. 

As a cheerful Temper is the neceffary Refult 
of thefe Virtues, fo it fhines out in all the Parts 
of her Converfation, and diffipates thofe Appre- 
henfions which naturally hang on the T'imorous 
or the Modeft, when they are admitted to the 
Honour of her Prefence. There is none that 
does not liften with Pleafure to a Perfon in fo 
high a Station, who condefcends to make herfelt 
thus agreeable, by Mirth without Levity, and 
Wit without [11 Nature. 

Her Royal Highnefs is, indeed, poffeft of all 
thofe Talents which make Converfation either 
delightful or improving. As fhe has a fine Tatte 
of the elegant Arts, and is skilled in feveral 
modern Languages, her Difcourfe is not conl- 
fined to the ordinary Subjeéts or Forms of Con- 
verfation, but can adapt irfelf with an uncom- 
mon Grace to every Occafion, and entertain the 
politeft Perfons of different Nations. I need 
not mention, what is obferved by every one, 
that agreeable Turn which appears in her Sen- 
timents upon the moft ordinary Affairs, of Life, 
and which is fo fuitable to the Delicacy of her 
Sex, the Politenefs of her Education, and the 
Splendor of her Quality. [rt 
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